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This letter visibility chart is based upon information provided by Pennsylvania Transportation Institute,
Penn State University and The United States Sign Council (USSC).     

Calculations based on an externally lit sign with all Up-per Case Helvetica Letters utilizing  optimal negative space. Factors That may
affect required letter size are: Color Scheme, Font Selection, Traffic and Weather Conditions.
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LETTER VISIBILITY CHAR

BEST
DISTANCE FOR IMPACT IN INCHES

10 FEET OF DISTANCE PER 1 INCH OF LETTER HEIGHT

READABLE DISTANCE
LETTER HEIGHT

30’ Best distance for impact
100’ Max readable distance

6” Letter Height
60’ Best distance for impact
200’ Max readable distance

9” Letter Height
90’ Best distance for impact
400’ Max readable distance

12” Letter Height
120’ Best distance for impact
525’ Max readable distance

15” Letter Height
150’ Best distance for impact
630’ Max readable distance

18” Letter Height
180’ Best distance for impact
750’ Max readable distance

24” Letter Height
240’ Best distance for impact
1000’ Max readable distance

30” Letter Height
300’ Best distance for impact
1250’ Max readable distance

36” Letter Height
360’ Best distance for impact
1500’ Max readable distance
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